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Hello, everyone. It has been my pleasure to be your Assistant Language Teacher at Sagara
Junior High, Minami Elementary and Kita Elementary Schools for a little over a year. I am
very grateful to the opportunity to not only help teach Sagara's children but also to speak and
play with them. What a fun, energetic and wonderful group of children! It's strange to think
about how the forces of life have brought me across the world to this area but the kindness and
hospitality of the people in this area have helped me adjust to my new life here. It is common
for people (especially young people) to feel a little ashamed about their rural homes and rural
lifestyle. But you all have much to be proud of and I am very grateful to be a part of it. More
than English, I hope to help the children of Sagara be proud of who they are, to be proud of their
homes and families, and go out confidently into the world and say with pride, "I'm from Sagara.
It's a great place." Thank you so much for your support of my family. We are very grateful that
Sagara is helping us stay here in Kuma-gun. My hope is that we can be part of each other's lives

for many years to come. Thank you. Joshua Powell Carroll.
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